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(54) IMAGE DECODER AND ITS METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image 
decoder that receives image coded data, that are 
hierarchically coded, grasps rough contents of the 
image in an earlier stage and reproduces the image 
with high resolution in the earlier stage. 
SOLUTION: This image decoding method includes a 
step (SO, where image coded data that are received 
in time series and hierarchically coded are received, a 
step (S2) where the data are decoded in the 
hierarchical order, a step (S5) where pseudordecoded 
data equivalent to image coded data of a layer of no 
input higher than the prescribed decoded layer are 
generated, and a step (S6) where the pseudo- 
decoded data are generated on the basis of the 
decoded data of the prescribed layer decoded in the 
step S2 and the pseudo-decoded data generated in 
the step S5 and the image received, and decoded at 
that point of time is reproduced (S6). 
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